5 Pet Care Tips for Frigid Temperatures

As the temperatures drop, pet owners should ensure that their animals are safe and
warm. The MSPCA-Angell recommends the following 5 tips for when the temperatures
fall:

* More than Walls: Outdoor shelters for pets should be dry, secure from wind, and
large enough for them to stand up, turn around, and lie down. The shelter floor
should also be elevated from ground level and have dry bedding. A steady water
supply should be provided in plastic bowls and checked on so that it does not
freeze.

* Rap the Hood: Keep your pets warm and indoors. As always cats should stay
inside. Since cats left outdoors may stay warm in car wheel wells or under hoods,
you should awake any sleeping animals by rapping on your car hood before
starting the engine.

» Shorten Walks: Trips outside should remain short during the winter months.
While dogs need outdoor exercise, lengthy walks can prove harmful especially
when wind chill is a factor.

» Dress for the Weather: Shorthaired dogs such as Greyhounds, Beagles,
Chihuahuas, and clipped breeds should be dressed in protective clothing.

« Growing Appetites: Pets that spend a greater amount of time outdoors also
require more food.



