
TOWN OF LANCASTER
OFFICE OF THE SELECT BOARD

PRESCOTT BUILDING
LANCASTER, MA 01523

WARRANT FOR ANNUAL TOWN MEETING

MAY 6, 2024*
7:00 PM

*Meeting may be continued to 5/7/24, starting at 7 PM should business not conclude.

MARY ROWLANDSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
&

LUTHER BURBANK MIDDLE SCHOOL
103 Hollywood Drive • Lancaster, MA 01523

The Town of Lancaster is an Open Town Meeting form of Government.

The Town is committed to ensuring that each person who wishes to participate can do so in a manner that is

consistent with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA.) Any individual requesting a reasonable

accommodation should contact Health and Human Services Director Kelly Dolan via
email: kdolan@lancasterma.gov or by telephone 978-365-3326 ext. 1055. Reasonable accommodations are

determined on an individual and confidential basis. Please make any requests for a reasonable

accommodation on or before April 22, 2024; requests for accommodations received after this date may not
be able to be fulfilled.
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Amanda Cannon
Time Stamp



Attention - Voters and Taxpayers

Please bring this Warrant to the Annual Town Meeting
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Insert A
Ballot Question

Question I

Shall the Town of Lancaster vote to rescind its acceptance of Section 48 of Chapter 3 1 of the General Laws?

Yes No____

Fair and Concise Summary

Lancaster’s sworn police officers are subject to the civil service laws based on Lancaster’s 1968 acceptance of Section
48 of Chapter 3 1 of the General Laws. Other than the Chief of Police position, which was removed from the civil
service system through special legislation, the remaining sworn police officer positions in the Lancaster Police
Department are currently subject to the state civil service laws. Here, Question 1 seeks to rescind Lancaster’s prior
acceptance of Section 48 of Chapter 3 1 of the General Laws so the civil service laws will no longer apply to
Lancaster’s sworn police officers.

A yes vote on Question 1 would rescind Lancaster’s prior acceptance of Section 48 of Chapter 31 of the General Laws,
making the civil service laws in Chapter 31 of the General Laws inapplicable to any sworn police officer in Lancaster
who is newly appointed or promoted to a higher rank after the effective date of the rescission, which would be the first
day of the next month following the vote to rescind.

A no vote on Question 1 would not rescind Lancaster’s prior acceptance of Section 48 of Chapter 31 of the General
Laws, and the civil service laws in Chapter 31 of the General Laws would continue to apply to sworn police officers.
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WARRANT FOR ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
IN THE TOWN OF LANCASTER

May 6, 2024
Mary Rowlandson Elementary & Luther Burbank Middle Schools — 7:00 PM

Worcester, ss.

To any Constable of the Town of Lancaster in the County of Worcester,

GREETINGS:
In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you are hereby directed to notify and warn

the inhabitants of the Town of Lancaster qualified to vote in the elections and Town affairs, to meet at Mary
Rowlandson Elementary & Luther Burbank Middle Schools, 103 Hollywood Drive in said Lancaster on
Monday, the sixth of May 2024, at 7:00 in the evening, and to act on the following:

ARTICLE I
FY25 Operating Budget

Select Board

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate by taxation, or transfer from available funds and free
cash, the sum of $28,059,980 to defray the expenses of the Town and School Department beginning in
FY2025, as follows:

ITEM AMOUNT
Municipal Services $ 6,664,088

Risk Mgmt., Debt, Leases $ 2,369,198
Minuteman Regional Technical HS $ 2,138,738
Nashoba Regional School District $ 16,801,956

Assabet Valley Regional Technical HS $ 86,000
TOTAL $ 28,059,980

Or take any action relative thereto.

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION: AFFIRMATIVE ACTION
FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: AFFIRMATIVE ACTION

ARTICLE 2
Appropriation of Free Cash to Capital Stabilization

Select Board

To see if the Town will vote to transfer one million, two hundred ninety-six thousand, five hundred dollars
($1,296,500) from Free Cash to the Capital Stabilization Fund or take any actions relative thereto.

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION: AFFIRMATIVE ACTION
FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: AFFIRMATIVE ACTION

ARTICLE 3
Renewable Energy Enterprise Fund

Select Board

To see if the Town will vote to appropriate one hundred seventy-six thousand, six hundred dollars
($176,600), or any other sum of money, from the retained earnings of the Town’s Renewable Energy
Enterprise Fund to finance the operation of the Landfill Solar Array for the Fiscal Year beginning July 1,
2024, or take any action relative thereto.
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REVENUES
Sale of Solar Energy Credits $ 176,600
Qualified Energy Bond Subsidy $ -

EXPENSES
Maintenance Expenses $ 75,500
Debt (P&I) $ 101,100

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION: AFFIRMATIVE ACTION
FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: AFFIRMATIVE ACTION

ARTICLE 4
Water Enterprise Fund Budget

L Board of Public Works

To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $ I 228,250 or any other sum of money, from the
Water Enterprise Fund, to finance the operation of the Water Department for the Fiscal Year beginning July
1 , 2024, as outlined below:

WaterEntepriseApppat1ons

___

Salaries &Wages $ 437,360

______

Operational Expenses $467,890

____________Reserve

Fund Transfers (out) $ 50000

_______

Debt Payments (principal) $ 175,000
-..........-4 Debt Payments (interest) $ 98 000

TOTAL $1,228,250

ARTICLE 5
Revolving Fund Account Budgets

Select Board

To see if the Town will vote pursuant to M.G.L. c.44 §53E1/2, to set the total amount that may be
spent from the various revolving funds for the Fiscal Year beginning July 1 , 2024, as follows:

FUND/PROGRAM FY25

$12,000
$ 90,000
$50,000
$ 9,500

$ 3,000
$ 5,000
$ 258

$25,000

____

$ 2,500
$ 2,000
$ 2,500

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION:
FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:

AFFIRMATIVE ACTION
DELIEVERED AT TOWN MEETING

Health & Human Services
Community Center

Recreation Committee
MART. Services

Library Charges
Public Works Operations

Stormwater Management
Duval Road Sewer

Recycling Center
Other Town Departments/Operations

Planning Board
Community Development
Agricultural Commission

Publications
Or take any action relative thereto.

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION: AFFIRMATIVE ACTION
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GRADE

L

Step I Step 2

ARTICLE 6
Compensation Plans

Select Board

To see if the Town will vote to accept the Compensation Plans effective July 1 , 2024, as shown on the
below charts, or take any action relative thereto.

Regular Status: Administration — DPW Units — Clerical Unit
__

4st:* Step...
..

•ste 8 Siép9 SteplO[Stepll stepi.z
48.02 49.22 50.45 51.71 53.00 54.32 55.68 57.07 58.50 59.96 [ 61.46 63.00
43.83 44.93 46.05 47.20 48.38 49.59 50.83 S2.10 53.40 54.73 56.10 57.50
40.01 41.01 42.04 43.09 44.17 45.27 46.40 47.56 48.75 49.97 51.22 52.50
34.30 35.16 36.04 36.94 37.86 38.81 39.78 40.77 41.79 42.83 43.90 45.00
28.97 29.69 30.43 31.19 31.97 32.77 33.59 34.43 35.29 36.17 37.07 38.00
25.91 26.56 27.22 27.90 2860 29.32 30.05 30.80 31.57 32.36 33.17 34.00
24.39 25.00 25.63 26.27 26.93 27.60 28.29 29.00 29.72 30.46 31.22 32.00
22.86 23.43 24.02 24.62 25.24 25.87 26.52 27.18 27.86 28.56 29.27 30.00

19.05 19.53 20.02 20.52 21.03 21.56 22.10 22.65 23.22 23.80 24.39 25.00

Regular Status: Fire Unit

GRADE 4pi 32 Step3 Step4 tep6 Step7 StepS Step9 $tepZO Stepli Stepl2

FF6 49.53 50.77 52.04 53.34 54.67 56.04 57.44 58.88 60.35 61.86 63.41 65.00

FFS r 43 83 44 93 46 05 47 20 48 38 49 59 50 83 52 10 53 40 54 73 56 10 57 50

jFF4 $ 40.01 41.01 42.04 43.09 44.17 45.27 46.40 47.56 48.75 49.97 51.22 52.50
FF3 34.30 35.16 36.04 36.94 37.86 38.81 39.78 40.77 41.79 42.83 43.90 45.00

..
FF2 28.97 29.69 30.43 31.19 31.97 32.77 33.59 34.43 35.29 36.17 37.07 38.00

-Fl 25.91 26.56 27.22 27.90 28.60 29.32 30.05 30.80 31.57 32.36 33.17 34.00

Regular Status: Police Unit

GRADE Stepi. Step2 *!Ø3 Step4 Ste $tep6 $tep Steps Step9 SteplO Stepli StepI2

- P05 49.53 50.77 52.04 53.34 54.67 56.04 57.44 58.88 60.35 61.86 63.41 65.00
1__ 41 90 42 95 44 02 45 12 46 25 47 41 48 60 49 82 51 07 52 35 53 66 55 00

31.25 32.03 32.83 33.65 34.49 35.35 36.23 37.14 38.07 39.02 40.00 41.00

—-
26.30 26.96 27.63 28.32 29.03 29.76 30.50 31.26 32.04 32.84 33.66 34.50

F 18.29 18.75 19.22 19.70 20.19 20.69 21.21 21.74 22.28 22.84 23.41 24.00

Limited Status: Seasonal — Temporary — Part Time

,&Step 3 Step5 Step 7
I $21.46 $22.10 $22.77 $23.45 $24.15 $24.88 $25.62 $26.39 $27.18 $28.00
2 $20.44 $21.05 $21.68 $22.33 $23.00 $23.69 $24.40 $25.13 $25.89 $26.66
3 $19.46 $20.05 $20.65 $21.27 $21.91 $22.56 $23.24 $23.94 $24.66 $25.40
4 $18.54 $19.09 $19.67 $20.26 $20.86 $21.49 $22.13 $22.80 $23.48 $24.19
5 $17.65 $18.18 $18.73 $19.29 $19.87 $20.47 $21.08 $21.71 $22.36 $23.03
6 $16.81 $17.32 $17.84 $18.37 $18.92 $19.49 $20.08 $20.68 $21.30 $21.94
7 ‘ $16.01 $16.49 $16.99 $17.50 $18.02 $18.56 $19.12 $19.69 $20.28 $20.89
8 $15.25 $15.71 $16.18 $16.66 $17.16 $17.68 $18.21 $18.76 $19.32 $19.90

Step 4 Step 6 Step 8 Step9 Step 10

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION: AFFIRMATIVE ACTION
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ARTICLE 7
Pay Bills of Prior Year

Select Board

To see if the Town will vote to transfer Three Thousand Twenty-Nine Dollars and Four cents ($3,029.04) from
Free Cash to pay unpaid bills from Fiscal Year 2024 (detail below) or take any action relative thereto.

Department Vendor Amount Date Purpose
Police Department Osterman Propane $1020.16 3/9/23 Fuel
Police Department Osterman Propane $ 697.49 4/6/23 Fuel
Fire Department Superior Plus Propane $ 750.14 3/9/23 Fuel
Fire Department Superior Plus Propane $ 561 .25 5/31/23 Fuel

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION : AFFIRMATIVE ACTION

ARTICLE 8
Community Preservation Committee — FY25 Budget

Community Preservation Committee

To see if the Town will vote to hear and act on the report of the Community Preservation Committee on the
Fiscal Year 2025 budget, to vote to appropriate or reserve from the Community Preservation Fund annual
revenues in the amounts recommended by the Community Preservation Committee for committee
administrative expenses and all other necessary and proper expenses of the Community Preservation
committee, with each item to be considered a separate appropriation, or take any action relative thereto:

Appropriations:
From FY2025 estimated annual fund revenues for Committee Administrative Expenses: $ 10,568.00

Reserves:
From FY25 estimated revenues (10%) for Historic Resources Reserve $ 21,136.00
From FY25 estimated revenues (10%) for Community Housing Reserve $ 21,136.00
From FY25 estimated revenues (10%) for Open Space/Recreation Reserve $ 21,136.00
From FY25 estimated revenues (65%) FOR Undesignated Budgeted Reserve $137,381.00

NOTE: This budget anticipates FY25 CPA revenue of $177,505.00 from the local CPA surcharge and an
estimated distribution of $33,851.00 (19%) from the statewide CPA Trust Fund, for total revenue of

$211,356.00

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION: AFFIRMATIVE ACTION

. ARTICLE 9
Community Preservation Committee — FY25 Projects/Allocations

Community Preservation Committee

To see if the Town will vote to appropriate funds from the Community Preservation Fund, in the amounts

recommended by the Community Preservation Committee, to be extended under the direction of the Town

Administrator, for the projects listed and from the fund designation below, or to take any action relative

thereto. Each Project 1, 2, and 3, to be voted individually.

Project 1: Vote to appropriate $3,500 from the Recreation/Open Space Reserve to rehabilitate/replace
the entry gate at the town beach and to create a small shelter structure for the town beach gate
attendant.
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Project 2: Vote to appropriate $70,000, with $1 9,520 from the Historic Resources Reserve and $50,480
from the CPA Undesignated Budget Reserve, for the Thayer Memorial Library to
rehabilitate/preserve failing roof and basement masonry. The work will also repair/preserve the
interior ceiling and walls damaged from water infiltration.

Project 3. Vote to appropriate $35,000, $1 6,020.00 from Open Space/Recreation Reserve and
$18,980.00 CPA Undesignated Budget Reserve, for professional land conservation and project
management services required to complete the conservation of some or all of the five (5) tracks of
land, totaling approximately 648 acres, that are part of the Nashua Wild & Scenic Rivers and Forests
Project and identified as Lancaster Assessors Parcels 25-29, 28-1 , 28-1 8, 29-1 , 29-2, 29-1 2A, 29-
14, 33-80 and 33-18, and funded by the US Forest Service, Forest Legacy Program. CPA funds will
be used to pay for professional services to negotiate and draft conservation restrictions for the
conserved Project Tracts, to be held by the Conservation Commission, for which professional
service costs are not reimbursable. These conservation restrictions must be conveyed to a land
trust, pursuant to requirements of the Community Preservation Act for property acquired in a CPA-
funded project.

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION: AFFIRMATIVE ACTION

ARTICLE 10
Adoption of Prudent Investment Rule

Select Board

To see if the Town will vote to accept the provisions of G.L. c.44, §54(b) to allow Town trust funds to be
invested in accordance with G.L. c.203C, the so-called “Prudent Investment Rule”, or take any other action
relative thereto.

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION: AFFIRMATIVE ACTION

ARTICLE 11
Ratification of the Acquisition of North Lancaster Land

L Select Board

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select Board to accept by gift, purchase, or eminent domain
Assessor’s Parcel Map 19, Lot 11 and Assessor’s Parcel Map 14, Lot 15, on such terms and conditions
the Select Board deems acceptable or take any action relative thereto.

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION: AFFIRMATIVE ACTION

r ARTICLE 12
Approval of Parcel Considerations for Lancaster’s Abutter Lot Sales Program

Select Board

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select Board to dispose of the parcels listed below, consistent
with the Town’s Abutter Lot Sales Program adopted by Town Meeting in May 2023 (Article 13) which helps
to facilitate the sale of certain smaller Town owned properties to abutting property owners consistent with
the adopted policies and procedures; or take any action relative thereto.
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PARCEL ID VALUE ADDRESS ACRES OWNER

(est.)

147008000000035A 500 WHITE POND RD 0.08 LANCASTER TOWN OF

1470100000000310 900 SPEC POND BEACH AVE 0.147 LANCASTER TOWN OF

1470100000000710 8300 SPEC POND FULLER AVE 0.037 LANCASTER TOWN OF

1470100000000780 200 SPEC POND KINNEAR AVE 0.037 LANCASTER TOWN OF

1470100000001080 1700 SPEC POND VINCENT AVE 0.29 LANCASTER TOWN OF

1470 10000000108D 200 SPEC POND VINCENT AVE 0.037 LANCASTER TOWN OF

1470180000000500 1800 NO MAIN ST 0.301 LANCASTERTOWNOF

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION: AFFIRMATIVE ACTION

ARTICLE 13
Adoption of M.G.L. Chapter 41 §21

Select Board

To see if the Town will vote, pursuant to G.L. c. 41, § 21, to direct the Select Board to include in the warrant

for the 2025 annual town election the following question for submission to the voters:
Shall the town vote to have its Select Board appoint a chief of the police and fire departments who
may be designated as the commissioner of public safety in accordance with Section 101 of Chapter

41 of the Massachusetts General Laws?

or take any action relative thereto.

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION: AFFIRMATIVE ACTION

ARTICLE 14
Transfer of Care, Custody and Control of Blood Town Forest

Select Board

To see if the Town will vote pursuant to G.L. c. 40, § 1 5A, to transfer a parcel of land identified as
Assessor Map Parcel 28-1 to the Conservation Commission to ensure the care, custody, control and
management of said parcel is overseen by the Conservation Commission and to authorize the
Conservation Commission to convey a permanent Conservation Restriction over said parcel to ensure
its continued protection =or to take any action relative thereto.

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION: AFFIRMATIVE ACTION
CONSERVATION COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION: AFFIRMATIVE ACTION
PLANNING BOARD RECOMMENDATION: AFFIRMATIVE ACTION

ARTICLE 15
Ratification of Veteran’s Tax Exclusion

Select Board

To see if the Town will ratify the vote to accept the provisions of Massachusetts General Law Chapter 59, Section

5N, approved by the voters at Special Town Meeting on October 1, 2012, as Article 3, thereby establishing a
Veterans Tax Abatement Program to take effect July 1, 2024, or take any action related thereto.

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION: AFFIRMATIVE ACTION
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ARTICLE 16
Amendments to Town Code Part I, Chapter 92 — “Hawkers & Peddlers”

Select Board

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town’s General Bylaws by regulating door-to-door soliciting and
canvassing in the Town of Lancaster, as follows:

1 Amending the title of Chapter 92, to read as “Hawkers, Peddlers, and Canvasing and Solicitation”;

And

2. By adding a new Article Ill in Chapter 92, entitled “Canvasing and Solicitation”, as follows:

Article Ill Canvasing and Solicitation

Section 92-20: Purpose

This Article is for the purposes of protecting the privacy of the residents of the Town of Lancaster, to prevent
fraud, to deter and protect the residents against crime, and to protect residents against annoyance. The
provisions of this Article have neither the purpose nor intent of infringing upon or denying rights protected by
the Constitutions of the United States and the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and instead constitute
reasonable time, place and manner restrictions on door-to-door soliciting and canvassing in the Town of
Lancaster.

Section 92-21 : Definitions

The following words as used herein shall be considered to have the meanings herein ascribed thereto:

a. License - the photo identification on card issued to the licensee.

b. Person - any individual, firm, co-partnership, corporation, company, association or joint-stock
association, society, organization, or league and includes any trustee, receiver, assignee, agent or
other similar representative thereof, except as otherwise excluded by this article.

c. Premises - a building or portion of a building used for residential purposes, including the real estate
upon which any such building is located, provided that the predominant use of the real estate is for
residential purposes.

d. Solicit or Solicitation - includes any one or more of the following activities:
i. Seeking to sell or to obtain orders for the purchase of goods, wares, merchandise, foodstuffs,

services of any kind, character, or description whatever.
ii. Seeking to obtain subscriptions to books, magazines, periodicals, newspapers and every other

type or kind of publication.
iii. Seeking to obtain gifts or contributions of money, clothing or any other valuable item for the

support or benefit of any charitable or nonprofit association, organization, corporation, group
or project except as otherwise excluded by this article. Seeking to distribute literature except
as otherwise exempted.

Section 92-22: Application for Licensure

Every person who engages in door-to-door solicitation for any purpose, except as otherwise excluded by this
article, either as a principal or agent, shall, before commencing business in the Town of Lancaster make
written application under oath for a license to the Chief of Police, unless otherwise exempted under Section
92-34. The application form shall require the following information:

(1) The name, permanent address, telephone number, and temporary address, if any.

(2) A physical description of the applicant, setting forth the applicant’s age, height, weight, color of
hair and eyes.

(3) A copy of the individual’s driver’s license, or other proof of identity, as may be reasonably required.
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(4) The name, address and telephone number of the person, firm, association, or corporation that the
person represents or is employed by, or whose merchandise is being sold.

(5) A brief description of the business the individuals wishes to conduct and of the methods to be used
in furtherance of said business.

(6) The make, model, and license number of any vehicle to be used by the applicant in the conduct of
the business.

(7) A statement as to whether the applicant has been convicted of any crime or ordinance violation
related to any prior solicitation by the applicant within the last five years, the nature of the offense and
the place of conviction.

(8) A statement as to the period during which the applicant intends to carry out the solicitation.

The Police Chief shall not issue a license unless the above required information has been provided by the
applicant or an explanation has been given for the applicant’s inability to provide any of the foregoing
information.

Section 92-23: Photograph of Applicant

The applicant shall permit the Police Department of the Town of Lancaster to photograph. said applicant for
identification purposes.

Section 92-24: Issuance of License and Fee

1 . No later than ten (1 0) calendar days after filing of such application, the Chief of Police, or his designee,
shall issue the applicant a license in the form of a photo identification card showing the name and
address of the licensee and authorizing the individual to solicit for the purposes described in the
application subject to the bylaws of the Town of Lancaster and the laws of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts. Failure by the Chief of Police to act on an application within ten (10) calendar days
shall constitute approval of said application.

2. Grounds for disapproval of an application:

i. Applicant has a conviction in any state or federal court of the United States or any court of a
territory of the United States for any of the following named offenses committed within the last
seven (7) years: burglary, breaking and entering, larceny, robbery, receiving stolen property,
assault, fraud, sexual misconduct as specified in Chapter 265, Sections l3B and 22 through
24, and Chapter 272, Sections 53A, of the General Laws, unlawfully carrying weapons, or the
attempt of any such offense.

ii. Applicant is a person who is a sex offender required to register with the Sex Offenders Registry
Board and who is finally classified as a Level 2 or Level 3 Sex Offender, as such person have
been found to have a moderate to high risk of re-offense and pose a substantial degree of
dangerousness to minors and other persons vulnerable to becoming victims of sex crimes; or

iii. The failure to include any of the information requested in the application.

3. The fee for such license shall be $25 and said license shall expire one year from the date of issue, or
on the day of its surrender or revocation, or on the filing of an affidavit of its loss to the Police
Department.

4. An applicant who has been a resident of the Town of Lancaster for at least six months shall be exempt
from the fee.

Section 92-25: Nontransferable and Requirement of Display.

The photo identification card provided by the Police Department shall be nontransferable and shall entitle the
licensee for the period indicated therein and for the purposes specified therein to solicit in the Town of
Lancaster, provided that the licensee shall always have in their possession while soliciting and shall further
conspicuously display the photo identification card.
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Section 92-26: Notification of Changes to Police Department

If while the licensee is pending or during the term of any license granted thereon, there is a change in fact,
policy or method that would alter the information given in the application, the applicant or licensee shall notify
the Police Department in writing within 24 hours of such change.

Section 92-27: License not to Constitute Endorsement

Said license does not constitute an endorsement by the Town of Lancaster nor by any of its departments or
officers of the purpose or of the person conducting the solicitation.

Section 92-28: Posted Premises

No person shall engage in solicitation upon any premises without a prior invitation from the occupant thereof
if such premises is posted against such solicitation by means of a notice prominently displayed upon which is
printed the legend “no solicitors” or words of similar import. For the purposes of this section, the premises
shall be deemed posted against solicitation if there is exhibited, on or near the main entrance to the premises
or on or near the main door to any residence located thereon, a sign at least three inches by four inches in
size which bears the above legend in letters at least I /3 inch in length.

Section 92-29: Prohibited Activities

1 . No person shall engage in solicitation prior to 9:00 am or one half-hour after sunset, local time, on
any day.

2. No person shall engage in solicitation in a manner that constitutes a nuisance under this bylaw.
3. No person engaged in solicitation shall, at the time of initial contact with a prospective customer or

donor, fail to identify himself and the purpose of the solicitation.
4. No person engaged in solicitation shall misrepresent the purpose of his solicitation or use any

false, deceptive, or misleading representation to induce a sale or contribution, or use any plan,
scheme or ruse which misrepresents the true status or mission of the person making the call. No
person engaged in making a solicitation as defined in this article shall violate any of the provisions
of Chapter 93A of the General Laws of Massachusetts said chapter being entitled “Regulation of
Business Practices for Consumers’ Protection,” the current provisions ofwhich are hereby adopted
and by reference made a part hereof.

Section 92-30: Nuisance

The practice of any individual or group going in and upon private residences in the Town, not having been
requested or invited to do so by the owner(s) or occupants of said private residences, for the purposes of
soliciting after the owner has requested the individual to depart from the premises, either orally or in writing,
is declared to constitute a nuisance under this article.

Section 92-31 : Revocation of License

Any license issued under the provisions of this article may be revoked by the Chief of Police of the Town of
Lancaster after notice and hearing for any of the following causes:

. Fraud, misrepresentation, or false statement contained in the application for license;

. Fraud, misrepresentation, or false statement made in the course of carrying on the business as
solicitor;

. Any violation of this article;

. Conviction of a crime which would make the individual ineligible for a license under this article; or

. Conducting the business of soliciting in an unlawful manner or in such a manner as to constitute a
breach of the peace or to constitute a menace to the health, safety, or general welfare of the public.

Section 92-32 : Revocation Hearing

Notice of the hearing for revocation of a license shall be given in writing, setting forth specifically the grounds
of complaint and the time and place of hearing at least three (3) calendar days prior to the hearing. Within
three (3) calendar days of the close of the revocation hearing, the Chief of Police shall provide written notice
of their determination to the licensee.
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Section 92-33: Appeals

Any person aggrieved by the action of the Chief of Police in the revocation of a license shall have the right of
appeal to the Select Board. Such appeal shall be taken by filing with the Select Board, within fourteen (14)
calendar days after notice of the action complained of has been mailed to such person’s last known address,
a written statement setting forth fully the grounds for the appeal. The Select Board shall set a time and place
for a hearing on such appeal, and at least five (5) calendar days prior to the hearing, provide notice of the
hearing to the licensee in writing. The decision and order of the Select Board on such an appeal shall be
issued within thirty (30) calendar days of the close of the hearing and be final and conclusive.

Section 92-34: Exemptions

I . The provisions of this article shall not apply to children 1 4 years old or younger who solicit under the
supervision of an adult who shall be at least 18 years old and to whom the provisions of this article
shall apply.

2. The provisions of this article shall not apply to any person delivering newspapers, fuel, dairy products
or bakery or other foodstuffs to regular customers on established routes in the Town of Lancaster.

3. The provisions of this article shall not apply to route salesmen or other persons having established
customers to whom they make periodic deliveries and who may from time to time call upon prospective
customers along their regular service route to solicit an order for future periodic route deliveries.

Section 92-35: Violations

Whoever violates any provision of this article may be penalized by the noncriminal method of disposition as
provided in MGL c. 40, § 21 D, or by filing a criminal complaint at the appropriate venue. The penalty shall be
$100 for the first offense, $200 for the second offense, and $300 for the third offense.

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION: AFFIRMATIVE ACTION

ARTICLE 17
Acceptance of M.G.L. relative to creditable service for call Firefighters

Select Board

To see if the Town will vote to accept the provisions of M.G.L. c.32, §4(2)(b) and M.G.L. c.32,
84(2)(b%), to allow permanent, intermittent, or call firefighters to be credited with full-time service
for the purpose of calculating retirement benefits in accordance with Chapter 32 of the
Massachusetts General Laws and other applicable laws and collective bargaining agreements; or
take any other action thereon.

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION: AFFIRMATIVE ACTION

ARTICLE 18
Amendments to Town Code I, Ch. 10 §1.0 & §10-8 “Animal Control”

Select Board

To see if the Town will vote to take the following action for the purposes of amending the Town’s Animal
Control Bylaw:

1 . Amend the definition of Animal Control Officer, in Section 1 0-1 ofthe General Bylaws, by adding the
bolded and underlined text as follows:

ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER — An officer appointed by the Board of Selectmen, or its designee,
and authorized to enforce Sections 136A to 174E, inclusive, of Chapter 140 of the General Laws and
this bylaw.

2. Authorize the Select Board, on behalf of the Town, to petition the General Court for passage of a

Page 13 of 16



special law to dissolve its existing Animal Control Commission created by Chapter 1 79 of the Acts of
2004; provided, however, that the General Court may make clerical or editorial changes of form only
to the bill, unless the Select Board approves amendments to the bill before enactment by the
General Court; and provided further that the Select Board is hereby authorized to approve
amendments which shall be within the scope of the general public objectives of this petition:

An act authorizing the Town of Lancaster to dissolve its Animal Control Commission

Section 1 . Chapter 1 79 of the Acts of 2004, An Act Providing for An Animal Control
Commission In The Town Of Lancaster, is hereby repealed.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
and

3. Striking Section 10-8 ofthe General Bylaws and inserting, in place thereof, the following:

§ 10-8. Animal Control Commission.

The Select Board shall act as Animal Control Commission and shall be charged with
evaluating animal control problems by collecting necessary data, hearing expert opinions,
holding public hearings, and other activities to ensure informed decision making and to make
recommendations to resolve Animal Control matters.

Provided, however, that if said amendment to Section 10-8 of the General Bylaws is approved by the
Attorney General pursuant to G. L. c. 40, § 32, the Town Clerk shall refrain from posting notice of
this bylaw’s adoption under said statute, until the effective passage of a special law repealing
Chapter 179 of the Acts of 2004;

Or to take any other action thereon.

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION: AFFIRMATIVE ACTION

ARTICLE 19
Hawthorne Lane
Citizen ‘.s Petition

To see if the Town will vote to accept the layout of Hawthorne Lane as a public way, along with associated
roadway improvements, water and drainage infrastructure, and open space access, in the location depicted
as “proposed minor street” on the plan entitled “Definitive Subdivision Plan,” prepared by Whitman & Bingham
Associates, LLC, Leominster, dated October 6, 2015, said plan recorded with the Worcester County Registry
of Deeds in Plan Book 934, Plan 43, or to act in a manner relating thereto.

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION: AFFIRMATIVE ACTION

ARTICLE 20
Act Increasing the Membership of the Select Board of the Town of Lancaster

Citizens’ Petition

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select Board to file a petition with the General Court to enact
legislation which would provide that notwithstanding any other general law or special law to the contrary,
that at the next annual town election after passage of such legislation, but not earlier than the 2026
Annual Town Election, the Lancaster Select Board shall consist of five (5) members, and which would
provide, without limitation, a process for an election to fill the two (2) new positions, for no change to the
term of office of then currently serving members, and for staggered terms of the five (5) members of the
Select Board; provided that the General Court may reasonably vary the form and substance of the
requested legislation within the scope of the general public objectives of the petition; and to act on
anything relating thereto.
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AN ACT increasing the membership of the
Select Board of the Town of Lancaster

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

SECTION 1 : Notwithstanding any provision of any general or special law to the contrary, the number of
members of the Select Board of the Town of Lancaster shall be increased from three (3) to
five (5). The Select Board shall annually elect a chairperson from among its members.

SECTION 2: At the first Annual Town Election following acceptance of this act by the voters of the Town,
but in no event prior to the 2026 Annual Town Election, three (3) Select Board members
shall be elected. The candidate receiving the highest number of votes in that election shall
serve a three (3) year term, the candidate receiving the second highest number of votes shall
serve a two (2) year term, and the candidate receiving the third highest number of votes shall
serve a one (1 ) year term. Thereafter, as the terms of Select Board members expire,
successors shall be elected for terms of three (3) years.

The terms of those members currently serving as Select Board members at the time of
adoption of this act shall be unchanged by the adoption of this act.

SECTION 3: This act shall be submitted for acceptance to the voters of the Town of Lancaster at the next
Annual or Special Town Election following its passage, in the form of the following question
which shall be placed on the official ballot:

“Shall an act passed by the General Court entitled, ‘An Act increasing the membership of the
Select Board of the Town of Lancaster’S be accepted?”

If a majority of the votes cast in answer to the question is in the affirmative, sections 1 and 2
of this act shall thereupon take effect, but not otherwise.

SECTION 4: Section 3 of this act shall take effect upon its passage.

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION: NEGATIVE ACTION
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And you are directed to serve this Warrant by posting up attested copies thereof at the South
Lancaster Post Office, the Center Post Office, the Fifth Meeting House, and the Prescott Building, in
said Town seven days at least before the time for holding said meeting. Hereof fail not and make due
return of the Warrant with your doings thereon to the Town Clerk at the time and place of meeting
aforesaid.

CT BOARD OF LANCASTER

erngan, Chair

c 1:(i
A11ison,Meer,

Alexandra Turner, Clerk

CONSTABLE’S CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify under the pains and penalties of perjury that I posted an attested a copy
of this Warrant at the South Lancaster Post Office, the Center Post Office, the Fifth
Meeting House, and the Prescott Building on the date attested. I further certify that this
Warrant was posted in accordance with the By4aws of the Town of Lancaster and the
provisions of MG.L. c.39 §10.

Attest:

Constable Signature

/

_______

Print Dat

The full text of the Warrant is available in the Prescott Building and Thayer Memorial Library.
The Warrant will also be available in limited print at the Annual Town Meeting.
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