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WARRANT FOR  
SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 

March 10, 2014 
THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

 
 
Worcester, ss. 
 

To any Constable in the Town of Lancaster in the County of Worcester, 
 
GREETINGS: 

In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you are hereby directed to notify and 
warn the inhabitants of the Town of Lancaster qualified to vote in the elections and Town affairs, to 
meet at Mary Rowlandson Elementary School Auditorium, 103 Hollywood Drive, in said 
Lancaster on Monday, the tenth day of March 2014, at 7:00 o'clock in the evening, then and 
there to act on the following Articles: 
 

ARTICLE 1 
Citizen’s Petition 

 
To see if the Town will vote to petition the Great and General Court to adopt a special act in 
substantially the form set forth below, and to allow the Legislature to make necessary 
clerical changes, or take any other action relative thereto: 

AN ACT PROVIDING FOR RECALL ELECTIONS IN THE TOWN OF LANCASTER 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same as follows: 

SECTION 1. Any holder of an elective office in the town of Lancaster may be recalled from 
office for any reason by the registered voters of the town as provided in this act. 

SECTION 2. An initial recall affidavit signed by at least 50 registered voters of the town 
containing their names and addresses may be filed with the town clerk. That initial recall affidavit 
shall contain the name of the officer, the office sought to be recalled and a statement of the 
grounds for recall. The town clerk shall immediately forward the recall affidavit to the board of 
registrars for verification of signatures. 

SECTION 3. Within 14 calendar days of receipt of the initial recall affidavit, the board of 
registrars of voters shall (1) verify the signatures on the initial recall affidavit and if found to 
contain a sufficient number of signatures, (2) the town clerk shall thereupon deliver the first 10 
signers of the affidavit a formal numbered printed recall petition sheet with the town clerk’s 
official seal, and addressed to the board of selectmen demanding the recall. The town clerk shall 
fill out the top portion of each recall petition sheet naming the elected official, the grounds for 
recall stated in the petition, the names of the first 10 voters signing the affidavit, and shall 
demand the election of a successor to the office. A copy of the recall petition shall be entered in a 
record book to be kept in the office of the town clerk. 

The town’s registered voters making the initial affidavit shall then have 30 days from the date of 
delivery of the recall petition sheets in which to file their signed recall petition sheets with the 
town clerk. 

To proceed with the recall election, the town clerk shall receive by said 30-day deadline, the 
required number of signed recall petition sheets containing the signatures, names and street 
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addresses of at least ten percent (10%) of the registered voters of the town as of the date the 
signed recall petition sheets are delivered to the town clerk. 

Within 5 working days of receipt, the town clerk shall submit the recall petition sheets to the 
board of registrars of voters and the board of registrars of voters shall forthwith certify thereon 
the number of signatures which are names of registered voters of the town. 

SECTION 4. If the total recall petition sheets shall be found and certified by the board of 
registrars of voters to be sufficient, it shall be submitted with the certificate of the town clerk to 
the board of selectmen without delay. The board of selectmen shall forthwith give written notice 
of the receipt of the certificate to the officer sought to be recalled. If the officer does not resign 
within 5 calendar days of the date notice is given from the selectmen, then the board of selectmen 
shall promptly order an election to be held on a date fixed by them not less than 64 nor more than 
90 days after the date the election is called after receipt of the certificate; but, if any other town 
election is scheduled to occur within 90 days after the date of said certificate, the board of 
selectmen may postpone the holding of the recall election to the date of such other election and 
may include the question of recall on the ballot for such other election. If a vacancy occurs in the 
office after a recall election has been ordered, the election shall nevertheless proceed as provided 
in this act. 

SECTION 5. An officer sought to be removed may be a candidate to succeed himself in an 
election to be held to fill the vacancy. Unless the officer requests otherwise in writing, the town 
clerk shall place his or her name on the ballot without nomination. The nomination of other 
candidates, the publication of the warrant for the recall election and the conduct of the same, shall 
all be in accordance with the law relating to elections, unless otherwise provided in this act. 

SECTION 6. The incumbent shall continue to perform the duties of the office until the recall 
election. If the incumbent is not recalled, he shall continue in office for the remainder of the 
unexpired term, subject to recall as before, except as provided in this act. If not re-elected in the 
recall election, he shall be considered removed from office immediately and the office vacant. 

SECTION 7. Ballots used in a recall election shall contain the following question: shall (insert 
name and office) be recalled from office? Immediately at the right of the proposition, there shall 
be a designated place for voters to vote for or against the proposition.  

Following the proposition shall appear the word “Candidates” with directions to voters as 
required by section 42 of chapter 54 of the General Laws. Beneath the word “Candidates” appears 
the names of candidates nominated as hereinbefore provided. 

If a majority of the votes cast upon the question of recall are in favor of recall, the officer shall be 
recalled and the votes for the candidates shall be counted. In such an instance, the candidate 
receiving the highest number of votes shall be declared elected for the open office. If less than a 
majority of the votes cast are in favor of recall, the votes for candidates need not be counted. 

SECTION 8. An initial recall affidavit shall not be filed against an officer within 3 months after 
the officer takes office or within the last 3 months of the term; nor, in the case of an officer 
subjected to a recall election and not recalled thereby, until at least 3 months have elapsed after 
the election at which the recall was submitted to the voters of the town. 

SECTION 9. A person who has been recalled from an office or who has resigned from office 
while a recall petition was pending against him shall not be appointed to any town office within 2 
years after the recall or resignation. 

ARTICLE 2 
Finance Committee 
Board of Selectmen 
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To see if the Town will raise and appropriate or transfer from available funds the following sums 
of money, to be expended by the respective Departments or Officers indicated, for the capital 
projects and purchases itemized and described; or act in any manner relating thereto.   
 
a. Elevator Construction 

Amount:    $60,000 
Funds to be expended by:  Board of Selectmen 
Purpose: To construct an elevator for the Community Center 

and Memorial School Building(s) 
Funding Source: Free Cash 

 
The Finance Committee recommends passage of this article 
 

ARTICLE 3 
Finance Committee 
Board of Selectmen 

 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, or borrow the 
sum of $116,000 (One Hundred Sixteen Thousand Dollars) for the removal of the Bartlett Pond 
Dam and apparent improvements to the Robert Frommer Conservation area; to authorize the Board 
of Selectmen to take any action and execute any agreements necessary to effectuate such  removal 
and improvements, and that to meet this appropriation, the Treasurer-Collector with the approval of 
the Board of Selectmen is hereby authorized to borrow said sum pursuant to the provisions of G.L. 
c. 44, Section 7, or any other enabling authority, and to issue bonds or notes of the Town therefor, 
said funds to be expended under the direction of the Board of Selectmen; or act in any manner 
relating thereto. 
 
The Finance Committee recommends passage of this article 
 
And you are directed to serve this Warrant by posting up attested copies thereof at the South 
Lancaster Post Office, the Center Post Office, the Fifth Meeting House and the Town Hall, in 
said Town fourteen days at least before the time for holding said meeting.  Hereof fail not and 
make due return of the Warrant with your doings thereon to the Town Clerk at the time and 
place of meeting aforesaid.  
 
SELECTMEN OF LANCASTER 

       
                                                                                           _______________________ 

       Jean M. Syria, Chair. 
      
          ____________________________ 

        Susan M. Smiley, Vice-
Chair/Clerk 

            
       ____________________________ 

        Stanley B. Starr, Member 
        
       ____________________________ 

        Date of Execution 
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CONSTABLE'S CERTIFICATION 
 
I hereby certify under the pains and penalties of perjury that I posted an attested a copy of this Warrant at the South Lancaster Post 
Office, the Center Post Office, the Fifth Meeting House, and the Town Hall on the date attested.  I further certify that this Warrant was 
posted in accordance with the By-laws of the Town of Lancaster and the provisions of M.G.L. c.39, § 10. 

                                                                                                                         Attest:               

                                                                                                                           __________________________________ 
      Constable     

       
                               Date:                                                                                                                                                                                     
                                                                                                                           __________________________________ 
  

 
 
The full text of the Warrant is available in the Town Hall and Thayer Memorial Library. 
The Warrant will also be available at Town Meeting. 
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